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FROM THE COMMODORE

1998 will be a busy year. The AGM will be on 26 February at the
clubhicuse, There are several key issues which will be discussad
imcluding the club extension | the plans and raising the funds ) and
other aspecta of the running of the club which we as the commitiee of
the club need your views and agreement an g0 please Iy and attend.

The first event of 1999 took place on New Year's Day and was very
successiul. Twenty boats raced in long or short courses and we had
several visitors Thanks go to ciub members who macde the event such
@ success and lo John Smith who propesed and progressed the dea.

Keni Schools Sailing Association will be having their opening event of
1899 at WSC on the 18t May During the wanter T of our Juniors
attended the 3 wintar training events. Other events during the year
includa the Medway Ragatta. Topper Open Meeting, Miracle Sautham
Aregz. The Topper and KS5A events will be on Saturdays and =0 will
niot effect club sailing.

Cine of the key aspects of the success of the club is encouraging new
members. Thera will be an Opan day In the Dockyard in 1959 in which
the club will be invalved in the "Have a go at sailing' event.

in orcer 10 progress the Ciub development it has been agreed by the
General Committee that we should ask members if they are prepared
o make a loan to the club. A formis enclosed. Any donatlon however
small woukd be welcome.

| Ipok forward to s2eing you all at the AGM and sesing you at the club
from 28th March 3t the start of the s3iling Season.

Ann Heathesr

_ 01634 250318

| COMMODORE Ann Hesther

|6 Leyton Croes Road. Wilmington. Kent DAZ 7AP 01322 F2B251
|SECRETARY Bob Jones

|40 Stangate Foad, Strood, Kent MEZ2 2TU 01654 719163
|MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Patricia Moncreiffe

| 3 Walnut Tree Road, London SE10 SEU 0181 8535387

iSMLIHE SECRETARY Erian Lamb MEZ2 T41123

Class and Sail No
Int. Canoe 278

Dapren 555
Lasar 143512
EP 14 13603

Boss Tad
Osprey 914
P 14 12351
Seorpion 1853
| csaar 125502
Fhartom 850
CK 2050
Miracla J805
Miracle T

Miracle aT85
Topper 16806
Tasar 281
OP 14 13265
Phantom BEs
LaserR 1171389
Miracle 1958
Laser EFS 104
Topper 22085
Miracla arst
Tasar 2B5
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FROSTBITE RESULTS

LONG COURSE
Helm Crew
Simon Allen -
Tim Kift Steve Offer
Peter Belcher -
Dravid Fry Darek Cummings
Chris Pygall Tim Hucke|
Jahn Shandon Mark Seager
Mark Duffy Kevin Buckland
Mark Los Mark Smith
Gordon Belcher

SHORT COURSE

Mark Bew -
Greg Casey .
Gela Merahall Adarm Treadvwel|
Faul Absolan Suzannea Hall
David Hudson Jackie Hudsan
Sam Pygall -
lan Wyatt Caolin Treadwad
Brian Warwick Pam Smith
Malcolm Levey -
Arsdrewy Srmilh -
Petar Hormsr Couglas Homer
Colin Coard -
Leslie ORourke -
Janie Townshend  Joanne Knas
Ken Crundwell Lucy Heather

Position
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OPEN WINTER SERIES | ON THE HOUSE
REPORT Ancther year passes by, where do they go to?

First of all, a few thank you's, particularly fo Marion, Julia, Jane and
A Denise. All of thesa ladies have made my life a lot easier over the

Frostbile is often the name given to this series and this year it would have past year and | thank them moast sincerely. Regrettably for various
been very appropriate. However, the axcallent sailing conditions of sun- resasons they have all decided to stand down,
shine and moderate winds, which predominated the series, made up for - | st also say a big thank you to Gill wha thankfully is staying on for
the low temperaturas, further year. Sarah Wyatt has helped throughout last year and and |
There were 26 antered for the series, althaugh only 24 of these actually hope that she will se= fit to continue during the: coming year. hMany
sailed, with nine choosing the long course and fifteen the shom course. I thanks Sarah.
There were five visitors, Simon Allen -Medway YC (Int.Canoe), Greg The attardance at the Dinner Dance was io ; "
gay the least disappoint
Casay - Whitstabie SC (OK), Mark Lee and Mark Smith - Medway YC ing. However, those who did attend had & grest evening. | must ask
(Scorpion), Colin Coard -Bexhill SC (Laser EPS) and Mark Duffy and that every member try and make this evening next year. In view of the
Kewin Buckland - Medway Cruising Club (OF 14). poor responsa to organised events over the past year, | have decided
The long course fleet was dominated by Simon Allen, who gained eight that | persanally will not b organising ary more. However, should amy
wictories from the nine races he sailed, Tim Kift and Steve Offer, defend- cther mamber wish to organise events, these please feel free to 00 0.
ing last years crown, took the second spot quite comfortably with two firsts v A FRp
; Y ng said this, | would if there were sufficient interest, ba prepaned
and six seconds, although John Shenton and Mark Saeager in the ofher : : :
Segprey did G s el s to organise a Millennium celebration on Maw Year's Eve
The next three places were decided on the final race of the series. The Pmmjuﬁﬁv
|mnlender=. being Peter Balcher (Lasar), David Fry and Derek Cumming
(GPI4). Chris Pygall and Tim Huckell (Boss), John Shenton and Mark ’f’ C\;
Seager, Peler Balchar by finishing In third place picked up the same in the —
sarias and smilarly David Fry and Derek Cummings took the fourth slot ‘ BAR
while Chris Pygall and Tim Huckall, who had 1o retire after their kickes
failed, claimed fiith spat, O FEN]NG |
A close fight developed for fop spot In the short course batween Mark k : 4
iEen[Phanhﬂ}deragﬂamy{Dm. This was eventually won by Mark (A subject close to Colin’s heart...)
wha inched ahead with six fiests and two seconds which gave him viclory - will o 1 tha fired
by @ twa paint margin. Thiee Miractes filled the next three places, Gela . st::u':';? of o) o i i
| Marzhall and Adam Tresdwell claimed third place in the series with two '~,‘
firsts, two Saconds, one third and three fourths. Their nearest rivals were instead, it will be open on each Saturday evening when we !
Faul Absalon and Suzanne Hall with fifth place have an event on - for example, the Saturday Club.
RN DOV ) s rvaceen. On these Saturdays the bar will be open and the Barbecue willbe g
4 iit. Plaasa bri r own food
Roy Winnett i

Colinw Treadwell
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FROM THE SAILING
SECRETARY

Mary | say first of all that the Race Book for 1028 Is far easier to ded-
pher than in previous years - my sincere thanks to all the Raca Offi-
cers who followed the instructions correctly so that sorting out the
regults and the prizes has been less difficult than in pravious years.

The racing programme suffered fewer abandonments (only one race in
the Autumn Series) than in 1997, with ali the major races being com-
péeted, although | do recall some of the long races being more Hke
endurance tests than salling! The Medway Regatta was blighted by
cold, wet and very windy conditions, although all those who did parici-
pate enjoyed the racing and he barbecue in spite of the tormential rain!

Turmouts for flest seres rangad bebween 23 (firg day of the seazon)
and 41 boats, with an ovedall average of 30 out each Sunday. The
Fast Handicap and Miracle fleals had consistendly good tumouls
averaging 10.1 and 7.3 respeciively, followed by the Wayfarer fleat
with an average of 3.8 per Sunday over the year, The remaining fleats'
averages ware disappainting - | raafly cannot see how you can have a
propsr race with only 8 couple of boats on the slar line - and so the
Sailing Comimittes is proposing to recrganise the fleets for 1989,

Despite being Sailing Secretary, | have siill maraged to enjoy my
racing - whan prolblems have cropped up, | ave baan, 25 we all are,
grateful for all those members who step in to give a hand when
neaded. I've heard more advice and suggestions than complaints and |
hope this trend will continue in future years! | frequently hear visitors fo
WEL comment about how frigndly and well organised we are - | can
but fully andorss thoes santiments

Proposals for the Fleets in 1998

As can be ssen from the results opposita, the limnouts foursome fleats
confinus io be disappointing. In an affort ta increase the numbears
racing in each flest we are propoging several changes in the feets for
1999. Thie Lasers will join with the Medium Handicap Flest to become
the new Slow Handicap Fleet for 1984,

The current Slow Handicap Fleet will be renamed the Junior Handicap
Flesat for any hetms under 18, 11 s important that we as a club do all
Wi CAn (o ancourage our younigsiers o mace more often. In an effor 1o
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DINGHY CLASSES FORUM

On Saturdany Sth December, Ciolin Treadwedl and | attended the dinghy
classes forum on behalf of the Miracle class. Tom Zims also attended
represanting the Graduate class. This event is arranged and hosted by
the RYA and is an annual oppartunity to maet and discuss (ssees with
sormee of the top personnel of the BYA | | do not think anyone who has
aftended any of these evenizs could fail to be Impressed with the knomed-
edge and axpertise thal we have available to us via the RYA staff,
Some of those attending this year included Rod Carr, Yacht Racing
Manager, internationally recogrised as one of the best in his field and
Ken Kershaw, manager of the BEY A Technizal unit, agaln iflemation-
ally renowned as an exper on 2l technical aspects of our sport.

Edmund Whelan, manager of the BEYA Legal & Government Affairs
Division gave an excallent talk on the legal liability for rece officers
and race organesars. The poims he covened have recently bacome
even more paignant following the fragic loss of lives, including Glyn
Charles in the Sydney 1o Hobart raca, and neanar to home with the
flattening of the entire fieets racing at both the Grafham Grand Prix
and the Brass Monkey event at Lalgh on Saa.

In addificn o the falks given by various RBYA officialz and other wited
guasts such as Sue Pelling from Yachis & Yachiing, one of the objects
of the day was © elect represertalives of the dinghy classes to the
RYA Racing Classes Commiftae. However it was decided to hold this
over to Seilboat 99 where it was Telt & wider represantation would ba
in atlendance. So if you have amy buming issues you would like to
ratse or wish to serve on this newly formed committes, | would suggest
you contact your Class Associalion and check if they are golng 1o put
someone fonsand (o be elected. IT nol, why not?

Finally, a little bit of sales pitch for the RYA. If you are already a
member | am talking to the convarted. If you are not a member, why
not? The RYA is our goveming body and deserves our suppart. YWhen
you sea al the work they do with the help of members subscriptions, it
makes you feel good to be a part of it. If you are visiting Alexandra
Palace this year and are not a mamber why not take the opportunity to
join, they usually have a reducad membership fes offer at the show.

Iavv Kelly




MEDIUM HANDICAP AUTUMN 1998 SERIES

&
A
E |oLass SAIL HELM { 2 3 4 5 & 7 8 9 10 P
5 |PHANTOM 955 M.LEVEY DNC 1 DNG 3 1 1 DNC 1 ABD 1 1
Z | TASAR 281 LWYATT DNC 2 2 2  DNGC DNC 1 RTD ABD DNC 2
= [SUPERNOWVA 403 P.MONCRIEFFE RTD OWC DNC DNC DNG DNC RTD RTD ABD 3 3
= | TASAR 285 KOCRUNDWELL DNC DNC DNC DNC RTD 2 DNC DNC ABD 4 4
g [ENTERPRISE 20175 DVETTERGREEN ONC DNC 1 1 DNC DMC DNC DNC ABD 2 5
% |WANCERER 1419 V.CROCKETT DNC DNC DNC ONC DNC DNC DNC DNC ABD 5 B
_.m WANDERER 738 D.TALBOT DNC DWC DNC DNC DNC DNG DHNGC DNC ABD RTD 7
# LASER AUTUMN 1988 SERIES
CLASS SAIL HELM 1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 © 10 P
LASER 160330 M.LAMPRELL1 1 2 1 DNC DG 1 1 ABD 1 1
LASER 143542 G.BELCHER - 1 a 1 1 DNC DNC ABD 2 2
LASER R 117180 A_SMITH BNG 3 3 3 DNC 3 2 RTD ABD 3 3
LASER 1174103 G JEMKING N 3 4 DMC DMC RTD RTD DMC DNC ABD DMC 4
LASER 143512 P.EELCHER DNC DMC DNC DNC DNC 2 DNC DNC ABD DONC 5

SLOW HANDICAP AUTUMN 1998 SERIES

CLAGS GAIL HELM 1 2 3 4 5 5] ¥ H 2] 10 Paos
TOPPER 27178 MHEATHER ONC 1 DHC DNC RTD 1 OWC DNC ABD 1 1
GRADUATE 2041 T.5IMS DHNG DNC 1 1 DHC DOMNC NG DNC ASD DMC 2
WaNDERER 738 JTALBOT DNC DNCG DONHG DNG 1 2 DNC DNC ABD DNC 3
TOPPER 26118 N O'ROURKE DNG DNG 2 RTD DMC DHNC DNC DNC ABD DMC 4
TOPPER 22985 T.O'ROURKE DMNC DMNC RTD DNC DMRC DNC DNC DNC ABD DNC &
[OPFER 370 5. GROOM DNC DRC DMNC DONG RTD DNGC DNG DNC ABD DNC S
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promote junior racing, vee are going to give Juniors thair own series
with their oam prizes.

Adulis who have been racing in the Slow Handicap Fleet this year and
who may nol wish to join the new Slow Handicap Fleet can continue to
race in the Junior Fleet, alkhough they will nol be eligible for Jumior
prizes.

Handicap 'F' to remain unchanged - as those n the fleet appear ta ba
happy 1o contimue, there seems no reasan to change, even thaugh
some could argue that some boats should be racing in Handicap ‘M.
The Wayfarer and GP14 Flests will start together - this has often hap-
pened during the 18098 season and should give betler competition
within both classes.
The proposed changes outlined above have yet to be ratified - make
sure you read your 1299 handbook carefully so that you know the
precise detsils

FPrizes

Thanks in the main to Tim Huckell's efforts, all the glassware and
trophies have already been sarted out and distribuied to Fleet Caplains
for chiecking and presenting. Resulis have been fripte-checked =0
hopefully there will be few, if any errors. Tim is looking at aitematives
{0 the current glassware for 1920, especialy for the Juniors - should
we be presenting beer mugs and wineglasses 1o our youngsters? He is
aiso keen ko increase the number of members raceiving prizes - we
hape to have the details of all these changes printed for you in the new
members’ handbook.

Duties

The Sailing Committee, s well as the General Commitize, has spent
a lot of time discusaing the issue of duties, particularly in the kitchen,
We have looked at several possible ways of reducing the number of
duties, including contracting-owt the kitchen, having the club open but
with no racing on Bank Holidays, secking volunteers to do certain
duties on a regular basis, elc., We are hopeful that Karen Steadman,
with tha halp of many voluntaers, will be able 1o put together an im-
proved duly roster for 1985,

Safety

Eafety cover during racing has, on the whale, baan good during the
1008 saason, and mos! of the problems encountered have been over-
come one way or ancther, However, there is always room for improve-

Wilsonian Saikng Ol Migases: page! T
pey and it dries out a long way thena.

Sheppey YC undertook to provide safety boal cover al their end so it
was agreed they would take over opposite the BF refinery in Salipan
Reach. As Sailing Secretary | would make the passage there and back
in tha rescue boat and bring the Race Book with ma.  All worked as
propoged on the way down: | transferred to Sheppey's boat and the
race was finished at Sheppey YC's line despite a cartain amount af
dodging unmarked cbstructions without charts

Memories of tha rest of the evening are somesvhat vague but | do
recall faeling not much like emerging from my slesping bag in the grey
light of the moening when | heard the flapping of halliards outside and
rain an the window. However needs must and at least Sheppey's
Chaverton rescue boat had an enclosed wheelhouse and foredeck to
keap one dry for the first half of the voyage home. The only problam
was that if's high freeboard and windage made it very difficull to give
any affactive assistance to a dinghy or anyone in the water. Its dis-
placemant hull also produced a sizegble quarter wave and | can stili
sea one of the GFs, I'm not swre if it was Derek Cummings or Mike
Dioherty, surfing wildly In cur wake somewhere just off the South Kent.

Somehow, | dont remember why, Bluakird, our rescue boat, failed to
maka the rendezvous and, with a falling tide, Sheppey's boat had to
return taking me with her, leaving the raca to continua without us.

| then had to set sbout getting back to WSC. As a Laser, or a GP for
that matter, Isn't the easiest boat in which 1o laka your ovemight kit
and keep it dry, willing volunteers had gone round to Sheemess by car
loadad with essentials. | think Geraldipe Musters musl have been one
of them and still have been at Sheppey YT when | got back thera in
the Chaverton. Anyway shewas able ta give me a [iff and we made a
rapid dash through Lower Halsiow, Rainham and Rochester to be back
at the Club in timme for the finish. Buf the boats beat us!

Unfortunatedy | haven't still oot the results but | do know that everyone
finished safely. Robin writes it took them, presumably in the Fireball,
Jjust ower twao hours to get there and an hour and forty minutes to get
back against a weak neap tide.

Christopher Stevens
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

iMore Nostalgia, this fime fromm Chris Stavens.  IF's inferesting o nole,
as we look forward (o the extension of our clubhowse, that Chiis was
Commedore when we were planning the imparfant decision as 8 club
I builtd the clubhouze wea have now. Al yow long standing members -
please keep wiling those nostalgic arficlas! Editor).

Brian Matthews concludes his tale of the cruise o Leigh with a sugges-
tion that a race to Sheppey might be more practical and remembers
that dinghies from Sheppey ¥ C usad to visit us each year and stay
ovemnight on the Barge before racing home the next day. Yes, in ihose
days the CDCY's job included staying on board over Saturday night and
stoking the coal boiler io gel hot water for the showers!

Ferhaps Brian may remember that we did actually hold a Shappey
race over the May Day bank holiday in 1878 with boats racing doswn on
Sunday, staying overmight and racing back agein on Monday maming.
It was an All Classes handicap, bolh races to count and prizes for each
day The Sailing programme noted that as, weather parmitting, tha
colrse would take compelitors out [nto the Thames Estuary haetns and
crews should b2 reasonahly experenced, There was no restriction an
clazzes eligible to take part and in those days Mirrors and Toppers
reguiarly sgiled the South Kant -in fact in the following year's South
Kant Ron Jordan completed the courss in his Toppar on what was
descriped as the hotiest day of the year in Shrs 271 mins 25secs!

Howevar the 1978 asason slarted wet and windy and the May Day
weekend was no exceplion. Robin Musters, who waa Commodors,
wrota in 313 thal there can have bean few betlar ways of spending
guch a damp holiday weekend, H was cerainly wel and i was cer-
tainly windy but nevertheless a number of boats furned oul wilh the
=Ps making a strong ehowing.

Al that time we didn't have radios and there was no telephone on the
Barge so, alihough the race down could be stadad from the Club line
and the race back finizhed there, arrangements had 1o be made to get
the results of the first race back from Sheppey and the list of starters
for the refurn, added Lo which the Club's rescue boal had 1o come back
o Wilsonian ower night since thene wera no facilites to slip it at Shep-
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ment - all safaty crews nead 1o ensure they operate tha safaty boats

corectly and perform their duties comectly. Please read the nforma-
fion given by fhe club and ensure that your training is up-lo-date.

| am pheased that the problems wa have had with the radios sesm fo
be resolved - all the safefy boats should have fitted radios for 1899, so
that the hand-held ones will only be nesded as stanc-bys, The RIE
should be more reliable now that it has a new engine, which should
give us several years' senvice provided we look after it properly. | feel
very strongly thai we should start looking for a second RIB for the club
in ordar o further improve our safety cover.

Frosthite Series

The 1998 sares was very successful, with 26 boats enlered. Several
visiiors have expressed a wish 1o join the WSC as full members for
1889 - | think we nead fo encouwrage more visitors for our Frostbitel
Dwiring the baginning of this yaar the Salling Committee will be dis-
cussing ways of improving he sesies for 1992 so that we get more
participants - batler publicity, fewer dulies, stc.

Immediately following the Frostbite we had ouwr First RMLI Chilly Willys'
raca on Mew Year's Day - congratulations to John Smith far organising
and nunning a femific event - how he managed to guarantee such
superb wealher 111 never know! Lel's hope we can persuade him fo rin
another ane in the rew millennium,

Junior Racing and K3SA

Links bebvean the KESA and the WSC have strengthened during
1998, with many of ocur youngsters involved in a varisty of KS5A
events. We now have three representatives on the KS54A and will be
hosting at least two events during the 1988 season - g KSEA Open on
the 1&t of May and a Topper Cpen on the 25th of September. Although
not quite young encugh to quaify as a Jumior hersedf, I'm hoping that
Zefa Marshall will agree to act as Fleet Captain for the new Junior
Fleet.

I'm sure I've left out a lot of things for which | apologise, but the dead-
fine has arrved - please do talk to me about any concems or sugges-
tione you may have, prefarably not just before a raca!

I look foresrd to seeing you all &t the star of the new season,

Brioaww Lamd-

WEC Bailing Secretary
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. WHAT’S GOING ON!

| Happy Mew Year to all our members.
| AGM

The start of the year iz a always avery busy onrganizing penod. You

| may have received, encicsed with this 31%4, the agenda and business
| for the AGM which is on 26 February. We ane working towards the

| clubhouse improvements, and a large element is the finances, which
Wil inciude & request 1o vou for a possible loan, Thene will also ba a

| reminder to those who like me temporarnily lost thelr renesval form in
{the Christmas mall, as there is a worthwhile discount for thosa who's

| renewal we recaive by end of January,

{Wilhen you recelve the request for nominees, if you would like to help

| fun our chub do not be bashful - if you cannot find a nominee, ring me (
{01634 - 719193). There are several areas where we need keen paople,
|as Cruising Secretary, as Wednesday sailing co-ordinater, and as a
(link perscn with the Greenwich University Students - to help get them
|afloat more.

| Wintor work parties

| There will be again three work parties with mambess coming by sur-
|name initial. These dates are - 24" January P-Y, 21" February A - G,
|21 March H - ©. You will as usual be most weicome 1o attend addi-

| ional work parfies.

|Club membership

| This has held up well this vear with a repeated slight increase in mem-
| barships. \We have already registered to pravide the * Try Sailing Free

" gl the Chatham MNavy Days” 29, 30 & 31 May - the Whitsun weekend.
| The: dockyard events in the past have been a source of new members
| and they raise local awareness about the club.

| Thara has bean considarable expenditure on sefety items recantly, a
i new four stroke engine for the RIB, and better radio and aeriaks for the
| displacement safety boats.

| Training

| There were insufficient people to run aither level 2 or 3 during the
| Autumn, which Tom Sims has rescheduled for start of season, o get
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Mariner are still in a development phase so some of the features are
nof quile there yel. The Redng Results service is nol thers yel but
apparantly will be very soon, hopefully before the new sailing seascn
glartz, So | will lef you know aboul that when it happens,

To all of you who have web access please take a look &t tha site. All
comments and suggesiions are welcome. The club informalion there
al the moment is more or less a copy of the text from our existing
publicity leaflet togather with a few pholographe. Also, please feel free
to make usa of tha Bulletin Board - it is there for evenyone fo usa,

IF e weostiled ko to know more of are interested in helping develop ths
site please come and see me at the club or give me a call

Peter Horner

TASAR 285 - LUCY & KEN

wWith wind or none we set our sail,
In rain of shine or even hail,

Wie put to sea in two eight five
And did our utmost to survive
Capsize! All season there wete none
Bust all the time we never won.
On best or reach and even run
We sailed our bast 3nd had such fun.

We sometimes sailed into 3 lead
To lose it all, and not sucoeed,

But walt 3 bit, there i next year,
we'll both be back - have no fear.
=5ailing together, our third season,

I 17— Andgoing faster for that reason,
I We hope to win - but then again,
- Sailirrgl's arest and we won't complain,
it's lovely far us to just compete,
With friends, our days are duite complete.

Kerv Crundwell: pocomber 100
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WILSONIAN ON THE WEB
or:

httn://wilsenian.mariner.co.uk

Wiksonian Sailing Club i on the internat - we now have our own Wab
Site. For these of you to whom this is all gobbledegook see me at the
club and I'll try to explain. For thoss of you who understand it perfactly
and have access to the intemel, the above address will get you thers,

Why do we have a web site?

As people increasingly have access to the Intamet and search the
Warld Wide Web for information, | thought it would be a useful
additlon o our publicity amoury, The club commilies agreed and so |
took on the task of investigating the best way o set one up.

Mariner.co.uk

I spent some time ssarching the web for sailing related sites to see
what was already out there and get a few ideas from other clubs,
During the search | came across “Mariner.co.uk” wha provide an
Internet service specifically for water sports. The advantage with
Mariner Is they can do the initial set up as well as providing other
useful facilities as described below. Since my criginal contact with
Mariner the RYA have teamead up with them rather than sefting up their
own separale database and sarvice. So if you inltiate a search for
clubs or asscciations through the RYA site (www.rya.org) you are
linked to the Mariner site. Thiz means that there is a high probability of
someana wha is searching for & club in our area seeing our wab site.

What is on the sie?

Mariner provide Bronze, Silver, Gald and Plalinum packages at an
appropriate range of pices. VWa have gone for the Bronze; we should
walk before we try to run. Although | started oul thinking of 2 web site
just as a publicity item, the Mariner sarvies provides fadiliies for eluk
members as well. Our package features the folowing:

A web site with our own web address (see heading)
Club e-mail address

Bulletin Board

Boat Diraclory

Racing Results
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[ your mqua;mlu him or Barbara please. Power énatE&& have been

camied cut, the level 3 while not only running in the nesy RIB engine
birl also providing safety cover.

Dates for your diaries

Hoo Freszer 3031 January, Club AGM 26 February, RYA sailboat and
windsurf show 6 and 7 March, stan of sailing season 26 March.

| The Sailing Cammittes are cumently finallsing the 1998 programme.

With the lower tumouts on Bank Holidays, the programme will be
different for the Bank Haliday Mondays.

Bol Jones

EDITORIAL

This time there is space for an editarall You may have noticad that In
last issue's jam packed pages | had to laave out my bif, as well as
some other contributions which just wouldn't fitin.  They are induded
in this issua. If you have contributed, thank you

It's good to get articles from long standing members that ramind us of
the intrepid feats of club members in years gone by, They were a
hardy lot® In this issue Chris Sfavens writes about a race to Sheppay
and back. Chris also mentions Ron Jordan complsting the South Kent
race in his Topper in over 5 hours and 21 minules. | wonder how long
il woulld take in, say, an RE2007 Maybe this vear we will find aut.

Are there any ather reminisces that would interest club members?
Send them in! The deadiine for next issue is 16 May - flaet captains
please note.

Pauwl Absolon

199 Church Street Cliffe Rochester Kent ME3 TQE
telffae 01634 221032
emall Absolon1S9@aal com
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JUNIOR WEEK
25-29 AucuUsT 1998

What a week! Weather superb - although not enough wind for some.
The younger members had fun of all kinds in and out of the water,
making their sailing afforts enormous fun and gaining confidence.

My my do they et at least | am sure no ane went hungry. Our week
ended with a Barbecue and Cerdificates being issued on yet another
superb warm day. My thanks tc all the Insiructors who gave up thesr
free time, imaching the children,

My miost heart felt THAMKS to all Mums and Dads who helped 1o
make this a memorable week - az without your help it would not have
been possible. Well Done Evernyone!

“The Boss” - Barbora Simsy
Training Secrelowry
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MIRACLE FLEET NEWS

By the tima you read this | hope yeu all had 8 great Chrisimas and
Mew Year, and are looking forward to the coming saason. | hope, by
now, you are well on the way with any jobs needed on your boals and
you will all be thers for the lce Breaker {this means you as well Colinl
Mo excuses this yearl,

Az Colin said in the last issue we had exceflent repréesentation af aver
8 open meetings las! year. As will have been discussed at the Flest
heeting we may try for less mestings but greater numbers atiending
opens in 18995,

Ta finish with the club series events, the results of the Autumn Points
were a5 follows:

1st 3737 Paul Absclorn'Suzanne Hall

2nd 3722 Colin TreadwsalllAdam & Launen Treadwel
ard 3785 David Hudson'Jackie Hudson

4th 3723 Sam Pygall/Paul Cussean

Bth 3751 Janie Townshand/jo Knea

Wall done to all who competed in the series particulary Faul
and Suzanne for winning, and aiso Janss and Jo for doing ,
50 well in their first season racing togethar at VWilsonian. k)

Looking back | hope we would all agres the Mirackes have
enjoyed anather very good year, bath at the cluk and on
the apan meeting circuit, | know Colin has a lot of ideas
to even furthar enhance your enjoyment of being in-
vohved In the Miracle fleet, both off and on the water

So finally, we hope 1o see you all in the New “ear
ready to enjoy another full seasons sailing
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For all your MIRACLE needs - As the newly
appointed Southern Area Rep for the MIRACLE
Licence holder we can supply the following..

& New Boats built to standard specification or our
own Championship winning specification

& Home build kits or plans for the complete DI'Y

& [fyou have a MIRACLE and are wanting to
update it we can also offer a part exchange
service

& Werecommend SPEED SAILS for "the

Winning edge” and can supply these at
discounted prices for all classes

& We also have second hand open meeting winning
sails available

4 From new boats to free help and advice:
¢ Telephone 01245 461101 or 0831 688843

f
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THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATES
WERE AWARDED:

STAGE 1 STAGE 2

Kristina Tozer
Stephane Wicken

Claire Parris
Jessica Lewis
Alax Red
Anna Tozer
Jack Elliott
Kryetina Wallis
Robert Wicken
Thomas Kift
K.atie Parris

STAGE 3

Sam Lewis
Lucy Heather
Joseph Reid

Anna Reid

Sarah O'Rourke
Jessica Elliott

Adam Treadwell
Richard Wallis
Thomas Steadman -
Christophar Smith
Mark Smith
Michelle Linder
Sarah Linder

Tom Pygall
Mataliz O'Rourke
Andrew Smith

Mark Heaather
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KSSA WINTER
TRAINING DAYS

This year was not the first time that Wiisonian Juniors have sttendad
the Winter training sessions; last year Sam and | attendad Downs In
the Miracle and Mark Heather attended Downs, Chipstead and Blue
Circle. Howaver, this year seven of our juniors attended all three
dates, Downs, Chipstead and Biue Circle an massa,

Downs

The first of the 1888 Winter training days took place at Downs sailing
club, Deal, on the last weakend in October. Driving down with lan and
Gela, the weather did rot look paricularly promising; howfing gales,
gloomy and pouring with rain. Arriving on time, bul with a distinct Lack
of activity at the clubhouse, the Wilsanian contingent elecied to sesk
sheter inthe Fisherman & cafe. As the time at which everyone was
supposed to be rigged and ready 1o lBunch cane and went, we won-
dered whether instead of waking up at the crack of dawn, we should
have stayed In bed. However, the organisers eventually appeared,
looking suitably bedraggled. They did not seem optimistic about sailing
but the visipility iImproved enough for ua to 00 out and sail a course
from one buoy to anather: tecking round the firgt buoy and gybing
round the second. The lide proved a challenge for some of the intand
lake sailors bud for the Wilsonians 1T wasz & doddie after sailing on some
af the strongest lides on the Medway. Thomas Steadmen was particu-
larly brave for going out in such comnditions

After lunch, we had a debrief concerning the momings activities. One
aspact of the debrief that was parlicularty informative was the ways of
dealing with waves.

By tha aflermoon the wind had picked up 1o a force 5 gusting 8. The
Lasers sallors and most of the Oppy sailors didn't even bother to go
aut. Infact Thomas Steadman was the only one of them brave enough
to attempt launching, Even after baing lifted into the boat by his Dad,
the waves just ended up sinking his baat. It was therefore up o the
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I am aiso grateful to John Shenton who has agreed to stand for
election 1o Vice Captain for ihe coming year, if there are any other
rominations please send them to me by 28 February.

Fleet Evening.

Thirty six of you aftended tha Bowling and curry evening and the
genaral feedback was that we should have anciher. Unforfunately the
giassware prizes were nol back from engraving 5o | was unable to
make présentations on the pight, but | will be notifying you all of
ancther event before the end of March wihen we will have an informal
presentation precaded and followed by quaniities of ale and ancther
curry for those who want it or whao like living dangerously,

And Finally

Don't forget if you wani to be credited sverage points when you are
atlending opens, pleass let ma know so that | can include it on the

soreadsheet,

| hope everyone has a Happy Mew Year and you all enjoy the coming
sailing season. Any suggestions for social events, sailing events,
training events, cruises elc, with offers o help and organise will be
gratafully recaived|

Chris Pygadls
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HANDICAP F FLEET
REPORT

Autumn Points Results.

RS 600= of Mell Ashby and Siman Docds appearad fo dominate the
Autumn Poings seres, but in fact the final places put Chriz Mason and
Kichard Brewstar in first place sailing their RS400 consistenily better
than the rest of us, Second place went to MNail with Chnis Ashby and
Mick Smith securing third place in their RS400,

Well done to all of you and Indeed o everyone who took part in the
racing.
Fleet Racing.

The "898 2eason has ended for some of us while others, particulary the
IS0s, RS's and the 48er, are camrying on at Bewl Water until the start
of the "85 ssason.

The composition of our Fleet, which is the biggest in the club, szems
o be working reasonably well and wa have iried to set courses that
have suited the majority. The vegaries of the river and the huge
variation in classes within our flect always make this a particularty
difficut task. Locking at the results for last year, the one class which
same might say has consistently benefited, is tha RSE00. Thosa boafts
arg, howaever, saled particulary well especially when the wind pipes up
as it seemed to for the first part of tha year {whan Tim and | were
leamning to sail the Boss for the first timel). If anyone has constructive
suggestions for any imprevemsnt | would liks to hear from them.

Fleet Captain and Vice Captain.

Az most of you know | have been trying o worm my way out of this
responsibility for some time, but canvassing others in the fleat
prepared totake on the job has resulted in nobody expressing interest.
If | have missad someons with & burning desire to be Fleet Captain
please el me know. IF 1 don hear amything by the end of February |
have agreed to continue for another year. lan Parmis is standing down
Vice Captain and | would like 1o thank him for the support and
advice ha has given me, bath at committee meetings and in general. |
hopes e and Katie enjoy sailing thelr new RS200 next season,

! Training special M b »
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men: the Topper fleet, to show averyone how it was
donel Eventually, Mikki Catl, the Kent Schools Topper
champion, deigned to put In an appearance, it was
therefore up to us to give her a run for her money, but as most of the
Toppers kept capsizing, no races could be starfad. Our downwind
techniques were dosely examined by Martyn Styles but we wara all
going so fas! that the RIB had difficulty keeping up with us. By the
end of the day we were & 3o tired that we had trouble istening to the
debrief, even though | had slippaed Mamyn a fiver to sing my praises,
which he did admirably!

Chipstead

The next Winter Training day of 1888 fook place at Chipstead Sailing
Club. The inland venus proved a more atiractive prospect far most
Optimist sailors: there wera over 7O people who fumed up |, with 30 0n
the Topper fleet. The morning raining session provided indaluable
experience, especially for Lucy, Douglas, Adam and Thomas, whose
technigue improved as the day wenl on.

The afternoon provided cpporiunity o put the moming's training Info
practice. The tenner that | sipped to the race officer paid off. 29 | won
every single race bar one, with Sam and Mark consistently close ba-
hind to show Mikk Calt that the Wilsonians are not to be ignored,

Blue Gircle

The last Winter Training day of 1993 took place at Blue Circle, near
Hoo. Again we arrived 1o find a distinct lack of activity at the club, ncl
surprising as the forecast was for freezing conditions and the possibil-
ity of snow! The YWiksonian contingant had rigged their boats and got
changad ready for the brisfing before some had even arrived.

The morming training session was again very worthwhile with most
peaple now mark rounding perfectly since belng constantly told at
Chipstaad to follow one simple rule: wide in, tight out. Towards the and
of the morning we again spiit into our respective fleats for soms rac-
ing. Again all of the Wilsanian juniors ranked highly in the racing,
proving thal they were paying atfention in previous training sessions.

Soon the maring was over and we were back out again for the after-
noan, trying desperately 1o fight the ever mcreasing risk of fro=l-bite
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 1o you all. | hope you all had a great Chifstmas,

setfting in. The Tollew my leader’ exercises showed and arz now leoking forward to the new year ahead. Its net that fong o
peoples degree of boat control (or lack of &), Most of oo before the new season starts, so don't forget those last minute
the Willles had no difficulty with this, even showing up r repalrs to your boats,
=ome of the more experienced of the Topper fleat. i mu# have bean \With s e Hi Mini I
ll of those follow my lsader’ exercises we did an the Junior raining ;& mg Ematﬁgﬁ élﬂﬁﬁgbﬁwﬁgﬁﬂ mfn ;_::';_::?E I:'I:";m
;‘mﬂgm e bdechd e Beilinasl iy g chub and wil be availabie to crew; also willing to take out boats. | have
ol st R : AN anjoyed my yaar as Fleat Caplain and would like to thank you all for
z : YOLT Support.

All of the Wiksonian juniors got a lot owt of the training days: in paricu-

lar sailboat trim and mark roundings have improved greatly, but RERULTS P T

; ing Poinis
above all, these sessions have provided Increased confidence for all Ser -, . .
those juniors involved. As Lawrie Smith said "time on the water makes ;:*d gz';’.“ gfﬂﬂ'“ Styie. Bnign Leros & Bonbie Huivel
all the difference”. e L Aoyrha i el BN
3rd 8500 Minja Paul & Jim Tyler
| weouild like to take this opportunity to thank fwo spedial people whoss dith 1118 Hildegard  Bran Ward
dedication and efford have made | possible for mysalf, Sam and any Early Summer Poinis
ather perzon whose boat they have taken to sttend the iraining days: 15t BEOD Minja Faul & Jim Tyler
lan and Gela. In paticular, Gala has managed o secure a Toppear Z2nd BE3S Mick Fenion-Smith
Open event next vear and also made i possible for Wilsonian to hosi d B4 Gvpsy Bab Duttan
the KEEA Opening Splash event in May. Without her and lan, we 4th 1116 Hildegard  Brian Ward
would also never have been able to attend the KSEA Regatta at Late Summear Paints
Bough Beach. Sam and | are tharefora indabted to them for making 1st 8500 Minja Paul & Jim Tyler
our participation in these events possible. | would also Fke tosay a 2nd 12 Beatty Chris Vincent-Bennet
Thank You' to all the parents who cama along 1o the events to suppart Jrd BA3S Mick Fenton-Smith
us. dth 5700 Passin’ Style Brian Lamb & Bobbie Burned
Autumn Points
Tow Pygadl 1st 8700 Passin'Style Brian Lamb & Bobble Bumel
o 2nd 84 Gypsy Bab Dutton
1 Jrd 84T Sirene Len &yris & Bob Dutton

JUNIOR RACING/KSSA ) 4th 1116 Hidegerd  Brian Ward
UPDATE Fleet Evening 20th February 89 7pm

Len and Trish have kirdly donated their house for this years Fleet
evaning - loak fonward to seeing you all there.

The junior racing section of the club has had both a busy and success-

ful segson in 1988, with pecple iInvolved In NUMEercus open avents,
Matiomal Champicnships and training sasskons, ?ML Ty LE'-#"
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OTTER E17.00
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TFE*-“-EH £e500
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WAYFLFER L P i
NEWTON CRUM Insurance.
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Far the coming salling season, 11 has been decided

that the juniors will be given fleet status, in the hope of |
improving the confidence and racing skills of the
younger members of the club, This fleet will Involve handicap racing

on & short course, depending on the experience of those taking part.
The success of this flest status depends on you, the juniors, 1o enter
the racig wheneéver possible,

Two open meeting events have bean arganised for 1909
1=t May KS5A Opening Splash
25th September W.5.C Topper Open Maeting

Vvhilst the Opening Splash event is imited to juniors, the Topper Opan
Mesting is for anyone with @ Topper wishing to try their luck,

The Kent Schools Sailing Associstion events have been well attended
in the: second half of last season, with seven juniors attending the
organisad training days. We also had one of our junior members,
Thomas Steadman, representing Vilsonian at the Royal London Yacht
Club's annual Oppy racing on the Serpentine in November, again
putiing Wilsonian firméy on the area map.

Faollowing the KSSA AGM held in December, mysalf, Mark Steadman
and Tom Pygall were accepled onto the committee. Hopefully from
now on Wilsonian will have more of a say In the KSSA, so any ideas
for improvement or change will be gratefully received,

The Junior nofice board, which most of you prabably did not know
existed, can be found in the far left hand comer of the club room.
Again, this is your notice board, so any information, nolices or sugges-
fions you have will be helpful,

If you are not vet involved in the junlor racing or KSSA scene and

would fike to be, please speak to myself or any of those juniars al-
ready involved for mare information.

Gela Mawshall
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1999 TRAINING PROGRAMME J_ﬂ

23 Jﬂl‘lllll"j Instructors First Md Trlh“ﬂﬂ Course mal'z m' : o
27 February  Instructors First Aid Training Course Level 2 Course

3 April Powerbost Course :  Saturday Sailing

10 April Powerboat Course Z5 31 July Mational Schools Regatta -

17 April Powerboat Course ... Downs

1 May KSSA Opening Splashils
8May . Kent Scouts at Club*§

rday Sailing

15 May Saturday Sailing and Tg Saturday Sailing
HHIW il ""..:_r_-'- M
oo L o

'ﬂ Level 3Course

5 June Lovel 2 Course -~ mw _ Level 3Course
19 June Level 2 Course i e 1% ~Level 3Course

26 June . Saturday Salling
Don'’t delay - contact Tom or Barbara Sims to boock your place - tel 01689 854627




